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Philosophy of Literacy Instruction and Assessment
	Thinking back to my early years of reading, I can recall several techniques that my teachers used to implement. I specifically remember having separate reading and grammar classes. We had grammar workbooks that our teachers made us work from every day. I do not explicitly remember enjoying these workbooks pages, because they were not fun or engaging. I do believe that grammar is important to incorporate, however, I think that there could have been better ways to have us practice these skills. When it came to reading, my kindergarten and first-grade teachers had us make our own paper books to read. Every student would have the same format of the story, but we were allowed to color and decorate the paper books however we pleased. These were very simple books with huge pictures on each page and very few words. Once our teacher thought we mastered a book we would move on to the next one.
As I got older, I remember having my reading and literature textbooks, and to this day the thought of those textbooks make me cringe. The stories were not relevant to any of my interests, and they were rather boring. In addition, the only way our teachers had us engage with the literature was to answer the questions that always came after the stories. I feel as though reading and grammar were constantly drilled into my head, but I really did not have a chance to engage with the material. I think pre-reading, during-reading, and post-reading strategies could have been implemented to help engage us more with the readings.
My personal reading experiences at home, however, were completely positive. My mom used to read books with me every day after she got home from work. My favorite books were those by Dr.Seuss. I can vividly remember the day that I read Green Eggs and Ham all by myself. Really, I had just memorized most of the book, but I just remember being so proud of myself. To this day, Green Eggs and Ham is still one of my favorite childhood books!
In regards to my own teaching philosophy, I believe that teaching reading is one of the most important jobs a teacher has. The skill of reading is crucial in the understanding and learning of all content subject areas. Teachers, especially in primary grades, need to be sure that students master the necessary skills to be able to read fluently and succeed in all subject areas. 
To accomplish reading fluency, I will have to implement a daily literacy routine. A routine will be modeled and explained in the beginning of the year to minimize time spent on behavior management during such activities. My literacy routine will consist of a variety of activities to get students engaged in their learning. I will incorporate pre-reading, during-reading, and post-reading strategies for my students. Pre-reading strategies include: making predictions and taking a picture walk through the book. During- reading strategies include: allowing students to make further predictions and identifying new vocabulary. Post- reading strategies include: K-W-L charts, have students create alternate endings, etc. There are endless possibilities for activities for students to be engaged. I will have to engage myself with professional development in order to continue to create a fun and interactive classroom environment. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In regards to classroom management, I will set high expectations for all my students. By setting high expectations, I will give my students the extra confidence and push they made need. In addition, all my “classroom rules” will be behaviorally defined. This will help students understand exactly what behavior is expected. All in all, I hope to create a welcoming and fun classroom environment. Students will be allowed to work in groups, partners, and independently in order to maximize academic and social learning. Cooperative learning benefits students who need that extra peer-tutoring with academic skills or practice with socialization skills. 




  





